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Institutional Aesthetics 
"institutions" = enduring entities that cannot be changed instantaneously or 
easily. = quality of persistence 
 
„bureaucratic routinization“ (Max Weber) 
 
Shannon Jackson, Social Works : Performing Art, Supporting Publics (2011) 
 
Performance Research 20.4 (2015), ed. Gigi Argyropoulou and Hypatia  
Vourloumis 
 
new-institutionalism 
 
“an institution can only become enacted and active if it, like a garment or a 
house, finds someone who finds an interest in it.” Paul di Maggio 
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What is path dependence? 
„path dependence characterizes specifically those 
historical sequences in which contingent events set 
into motion institutional patterns or event chains that 
have deterministic properties.“ (James Mahoney, 
2000) 
 
„self-reinforcing and reactive  sequences"   
critical junctures: => adoption of a particular 
institutional arrangement 
"lock-in"  => difficult to depart from path 
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Mahoney 2000, p.517 
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Mahoney 2000, p.517 
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Claus Peymann,  
Berliner Ensemble 

Frank Castorf 
Berliner Volksbühne 

Karl Sibelius, Generalintendant, Trier 
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Institution = Rules of the Game  
(Douglass North) 
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Season 2013/14 
142 

225 

Public Theatres (Stadt- and 
Staatstheatres) 

Private Theatres 

Deutscher Bühnenverein: Theaterstatistik 2013/14, 2015  

Attendance Public Theatres 
(20.739.949) 

Attendance Private 
Theatres (8.048.425) 
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Relation public Theatres –  
privately owned/run Theatres (1913) 

Kongress für Städtewesen, Düsseldorf 1913/Statistisches 
Jahrbuch Deutscher Städte 1913 

39 

175 118 

78 
Court Theatres (39) 

Pivate Theatres (175) 

Stadttheater (owner: 
municipality) (118) 
Stadttheater (owner: 
private JSC) (78) 
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„Stadttheater“ in the 19th century  
Business ventures that rest on gain and loss 
of the parties involved 
 
 
„Unternehmungen, die auf Gewinn und 
Verlust der Beteiligten beruhen“                   

(Brockhaus Encyclopedia 1895) 
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“Landauer Theater-Verein“  
Joint-Stock-Company, 1841 
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Reinforcing Mechanisms  
(Arthur, North) 

high set-up costs 
learning effects 
coordination effects 
adaptive expectations 
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Increasing Returns 
“Economists characterize such self-
reinforcing sequences with the expression 
‘increasing returns’ to highlight how the 
probability of further steps along a given path 
increases with each move down that path 
until an equilibrium point is reached.”  

(Mahoney 2000: 512) 
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Path Dependency 
“Critical junctures are characterized by the 
adoption of a particular institutional 
arrangement from among two or more 
alternatives. These junctures are ‘critical’ 
because once a particular option is selected it 
becomes progressively more difficult to return 
to the initial point when multiple alternatives 
were still available”  

(Mahoney 2000. 513) 
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Path Dependency 

“A path-dependent sequence of economic 
changes is one of which important influences 
upon the eventual outcome can be exerted 
by temporally remote events, including 
happenings dominated by chance elements 
rather than systematic forces”  

(David 1985:332) 
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0.  In theory 
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1.  A shift of property? 

2.  Changes in bureaucratic administration and 

coordination 

3.  Changing labour forces 
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Example Munich Kammerspiele 
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Key Findings 

1. The artistic director’s theatrical philosophy 
2. Artistic creation vs. organizational transformation 

3. Institutional aesthetics 
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http://www.inaes.kunstwissenschaften.uni-muenchen.de/index.html 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


